Wartime connection brings family friends together in Bendigo
Chris Carswell (nee McLeavy) and Jenny Mitchell (nee Coles) have been friends for many years, meeting when their two youngest daughters Seon and Alicia became best friends at St. Kilian’s primary school in Bendigo.
On a visit to Jenny’s home Chris’ husband Doug, noticed a copy of “Ambon Island of Mist”.  He asked Jenny if she knew somebody  serving in 2/21st Gull Force and becoming POW on Ambon.  Her reply was “Yes, my father, Alf Cole”.  Doug then told her that Chris’ father Barney McLeavy also served there.

Barney remained on Ambon, while Alf was transported to Hainan.
One thing led to another and soon snapshots were brought out where our dads were photographed together we think in Darwin, before or after a footy game.  There is also a special photo where they were attending a reunion in Shepparton many years later.
Both returned home to families in Melbourne. Barney passed away on 9/9/86, Alf passed away on 22/9/80.
Thank you to the Gull Force (2/21st Btn) Association for keeping us forever connected.
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